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MISSION

To educate and mobilize League members to work toward legislation and other reforms that enact the goals
of our LWVUS health care position, with a strong focus on expanded and improved Medicare for All .

Let’s Get the NY (PWM)
Concurrence on the Agenda

Our national LWV Health Care Reform
Interest Group is working to have the US
League adopt a new update to the LWVUS
Privatization Position at Convention 2026.
Please help! Find info here.

HISTORY: You may remember that over
75 local and state Leagues supported the
LWYV Vermont Privatization position on the
2024 LWVUS Program Planning Survey.
but it was not adopted due to confusion at
the Convention.

WHAT'S NEW: The new New York
initiative is an update, not a replacement, to
the LWVUS Privatization position. It in-
cludes four elements that the LWVUS has
publicly supported, even though they are
not stated explicitly in the US position:

(1) adding healthcare to its list of "public
goods" (2) adding "fiduciary duty to the
public” in its best practice requirements
(3) adding accountability, including de-
privatization for failing fiduciary duty and
(4) opposing further privatization of health
care, our most privatized public good.

YOUR NEXT STEPS: (1) Ask your local
League to include this initiative in the
biennial LWVUS Program Planning
Survey, with specific wording to be sent out
after the survey is open. (2) Using these
examples as a guide, identify local and state
privatization controversies where the
Update might allow advocacy.

Updated info and documents here and
here. Email our hotline to report progress or
to ask questions!

Submitted by Judy Esterquest

At the Tipping Point
for DE-privatization

The 2025 big beast of a bill (HR1) cut almost a trillion dollars
from Medicaid (one year's annual expenditures), putting

71 million residents and their communities at hugely greater risk.
Cuts to Medicaid, the principal payer for care at rural and safety-
net hospitals, de-stabilizes health care for many communities.

After the direct federal cuts from HR1 kick in, states will be even
harder pressed to pay their share of coverage for the millions of
children, birthing mothers, disabled adults and 40% of all seniors
in nursing homes funded through Medicaid.

The 41 states that use (private) Managed Care Organizations
(MCO) to administer their Medicaid programs may soon find the
example of Connecticut's DE-privatized Medicaid too good to
refuse. PHNP’s "Removing Middlemen from Medicaid Managed
Care" shows states how to recoup up to 17% of their administra-
tive costs by returning the programs to the public. The report
gives them a rationale, proof of concept, and plan by which CT
has saved $4 billion since 2012, while improving health outcomes
and physician participation in the process.

CT terminated its contracts with the private MCOs and returned to
paying the providers directly with a "managed fee-for-service"
payment system, or "Primary Care Case Management." CT got the
transparency of FFS, but added a supplementary program of
enhanced payment to primary care practices for care coordination
and specialized programs for complex, high-risk patients.

We may be at the tipping point when States across the political
spectrum will be ready to adopt the model legislation from the
Hawaii Medicaid De-privatization Act of 2026. The bill details
how to take care decisions away from corporate middlemen,
reduce administrative overhead, reduce physician burnout, and
enhance transparency, accountability, and equity.

Instead of MCOs, it calls for ASOs (Administrative Service
Organizations) to handle the non-medical parts of health care:
claims processing, provider credentialing and recruitment,
customer service, and utilization monitoring. There will no
longer be the perverse incentive to withhold care to boost

management profits.

Submitted by Barbara Pearson
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https://lwvhealthcarereform.org/single-payer/
https://lwvhealthcarereform.org/ny-concurrence-page-2026/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hGXSroIAOoynVnR1fZTCHXkM1cSZbDQX/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hGXSroIAOoynVnR1fZTCHXkM1cSZbDQX/view?usp=sharing
https://lwvofpwm.org/concurrence-privatization-update/
https://lwvhealthcarereform.org/ny-concurrence-page-2026/
mailto:LWV.Update4Convention@gmail.com
https://www.kff.org/medicaid/the-impact-of-h-r-1-on-two-medicaid-eligibility-rules/
https://www.kff.org/medicaid/state-indicator/total-medicaid-spending/?currentTimeframe=0&sortModel=%7B%22colId%22:%22Location%22,%22sort%22:%22asc%22%7D
https://pnhp.org/removing-the-middlemen-from-medicaid/
https://pnhp.org/removing-the-middlemen-from-medicaid/
https://pnhp.org/removing-the-middlemen-from-medicaid/#appendix-f
https://pnhp.org/removing-the-middlemen-from-medicaid/#1C
https://pnhp.org/removing-the-middlemen-from-medicaid/#appendix-f
https://pnhp.org/removing-the-middlemen-from-medicaid/#1C
https://pnhp.org/removing-the-middlemen-from-medicaid/#1C
https://pnhp.org/removing-the-middlemen-from-medicaid/#4
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1w-72tNMetUCJbGcVS3mVNaY0-BQBZYTH/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=104522352276125031515&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://www.counterpunch.org/2025/12/10/unite-and-untie-healthcare/
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In Case You Missed It

Nov. 23 — HCR4US meeting video
and audio and minutes and supplemen-
tary materials with Action Links

Upcoming
Dec. 16 3:00 p.m. ET— LWV US
presents Unite & Rise Training:
National Partnerships for Local
Engagement

Late Jan/Early Feb: Webinar
organized jointly by LWYV Interest
Groups on Health Care Reform &
Immigration: “Healthcare and Im-
migration: Impacts of Recent Poli-
cies on Immigrant Families” (Watch
for date and link soon.)

Can You Share

This Newsletter?

A Unitarian Society asked if it could
republish material from our newsletter.
(YES!) or Google Group listserv (yes,
with permission).

The newsletter is already in the public
domain. (Of course, we always appre-
ciate getting credit.). The Google
Group is less public, so asking permis-
sion is customary — and almost
always will get a positive answer.

Newsletter Feedback
Click here to provide us with your
feedback about the newsletter.

Networking
One Payer States
https://www.onepaverstates.org/
National Single Payer
https://nationalsinglepayer.com/
Healthcare Advocacy on Substack
Here’s the link.
Physicians for a Nat’l Health Program
https://pnhp.org/
Center for Medicare Advocacy
https://www.MedicareAvocacy.org

HCR4US Websites
HCR4US Toolkit:
https://lwvhealthcarereform.org
HCR4US Youtube Channel:

https://www.youtube.com/c/
LWVHealthCareReform

HCR4US Web-Contact Form:
tinyurl.com/Contact-LWV-HCR-4US
League Update Newsletter Sign Up:
https://www.lwv.org/league-management/
league-update-newsletter-sign

Article Archive

Recent Articles of Interest Related to Healthcare Reform
Hold down the CTRL key and click on the hyperlinks
to access the articles.

Nov. 17,2025 Yahoo News—Benzinga
“Charlie Munger Said Single-Payer Is the Fix America
Needs. ‘Having a Basic Level of Care for Everybody’
Should Be a Right, Even With No Insurance”

By Jeannine Mancini

“The longtime Berkshire Hathaway vice chairman, Republican
and Warren Buffett’s closest business partner thought the cure was
simple, politically explosive, and inevitable.”

Dec. 4, 2025 Jacobin

“Momentum Is Building for Medicare for All
By David Sirota

“As private health insurers jack up premiums for tens of millions,
a majority of Americans now want Medicare for All — even if it
entails eliminating private health insurers and raising taxes.”

Dec. 4, 2025 The Intercept

“Luigi, a Year Later: How to Build a Movement

Against Parasitic Health Insurance Giants”
By Sam Beard

“The widespread support for Mangione shows America is
ready to mobilize to build a more humane health care system.”

Dec. 8, 2025 Health Care un-covered

“Americans Move Toward Medicare for All Amid

Current Health Care Debate”

By Joey Rettino

“As lawmakers debate ACA subsidy extensions and
HSAs tied to banks and insurers, the public’s appetite for
a health care overhaul is stronger than at any time since
the 2020 Democratic primaries.”

Dec. 10, 2025 Counterpunch

“Unite and Untie Healthcare”
By Kathleen Wallace

A group of shareholders is suing United Healthcare,
dissatisfied that UH didn't deny care enough, causing stock value
to drop. “The system chugs along, making a handful of people so
wealthy that they wouldn’t run out of money if they literally set
hundreds of dollars on fire every moment for the rest of their lives.”

Dec. 12,2025 Health Justice Monitor

“Will the Market Cure Our Health Care System?”

By Don McCanne

Comments about two articles. “What does Al tell us about the
competing theories of free-marketism and a leading government
role in paying for health care? An exploration of the philosophies of
Kenneth Arrow, Milton Friedman, Elon Musk, and Bernie Sanders”
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https://umass-amherst.zoom.us/rec/share/fXe4xwIR65kfDjE1VI53LFgZ-inDTnsPM6EIqFgZ1uELHb-x0t9_XUsB9UUzWeiw.epu4amBKrlo87Wk-?startTime=1763946146000
https://umass-amherst.zoom.us/rec/play/uLnE8qTZ4RXta3IxDirQX3yR5dstsm4HJubVhpftF7-1F-iVR2twqbk7VJyc9bPsuIObe4wr-vaKj-i0.Dio8fBgFuDCZtnCd
https://tinyurl.com/HCR4US-Minutes-etc
https://tinyurl.com/HCR4US-Minutes-etc
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/WzJVjtbASgSVBbgTLcPjnw#/registration
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1QXtHzhPUgZFBuyrmUt9dHhLqA3Dio0Mq49H58j11Kv4/edit
https://tinyurl.com/HCR-Dec14
https://tinyurl.com/HCR-Dec14
https://lwvhealthcarereform.org
https://www.youtube.com/c/LWVHealthCareReform
https://www.youtube.com/c/LWVHealthCareReform
http://tinyurl.com/Contact-LWV-HCR-4US
https://www.lwv.org/league-management/
https://www.lwv.org/league-management/
https://www.onepayerstates.org/
https://nationalsinglepayer.com/
https://healthcarereformau.substack.com/?r=1n82x4&utm_campaign=pub&utm_medium=web
https://pnhp.org/
https://www.facebook.com/snhp1/
https://www.yahoo.com/news/articles/charlie-munger-said-single-payer-164535950.html
https://jacobin.com/2025/12/medicare-for-all-health-popularity
https://theintercept.com/2025/12/04/luigi-mangione-health-care-insurance-costs/?utm_content=buffer60764&utm_medium=buffer&utm_source=facebook&utm_campaign=theintercept&fbclid=IwY2xjawOh0tRleHRuA2FlbQIxMQBzcnRjBmFwcF9pZBAyMjIwMzkxNzg4MjAwODkyAAEe9SkHyEie9Pg
https://healthcareuncovered.substack.com/p/americans-move-toward-medicare-for?utm_source=post-email-title&publication_id=255152&post_id=181050175&utm_campaign=email-post-title&isFreemail=true&r=1xecn3&triedRedirect=true&utm_medium=email
https://www.counterpunch.org/2025/12/10/unite-and-untie-healthcare/
https://www.healthjusticemonitor.org/will-the-market-cure-our-health-care-system/



